ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN IN PLACEMENT                    DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE MEDICAID


2812 - DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE MEDICAID

APPLICATION PROCESSING

	POLICY STATEMENT
	The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) Medicaid application process begins with the request for Medicaid from the local DJJ office and ends with the SUCCESS system generated notification to the DJJ office of the eligibility determination.

	BASIC CONSIDERATIONS

RSM Eligibility Determination

IV-E and Medicaid Eligibility Determination

Interview Requirements

BASIC CONSIDERATIONS

(cont.)

Verification

Mandatory Forms

Standard of Promptness

Periods of Eligibility


	Right From the Start Medicaid (RSM) must be immediately determined for Children in Placement until IV-E eligibility can be determined.  Once IV-E status is determined, the child will be placed into the correct Medicaid Class of Assistance.

When a child is adjudicated delinquent and placed in an out-of-home facility pursuant to a delinquency court order, the county DJJ office will request medical assistance for the child through the designated DJJ Revenue Maximization Medicaid Eligibility Specialist (MES).  This request must be within five (5) working days of the child’s entering placement.  The county DJJ office will make the request by using Form 223, Medicaid and IV-E Application for Foster Care and faxing to the DJJ Revenue Maximization MES.  The child’s social history face sheet, screening placement form and a copy of the court order should accompany the application.  Only the Medicaid portion of the Form 223 is mandatory at this time.

The DJJ MES will log the application, review the fax application and determine eligibility for RSM.

NOTE: The child must be removed from all active or pending cases prior to being placed in RSM.  This is the responsibility of the county DFCS office.  The DJJ MES will notify the county to take this action.

Upon request from the DJJ MES, the county Juvenile Probation/Parole Specialist (JPPS) will complete the information needed on Form 223 and Form 224, Removal Home Income and Asset Checklist, to determine IV-E eligibility.  The DJJ MES will also request any additional documents needed for the determination.  These forms  can be faxed or mailed.

The DJJ Revenue Maximization MES will determine eligibility for IV-E and the appropriate Medicaid Class of Assistance (COA).

A face-to-face interview is not required.  A telephone call or e-mail to the JPPS will suffice to clarify information on Form 223 and Form 224.  Additionally, a telephone call or e-mail may be used to clarify supporting documents when necessary.

No case should be denied due to the JPPS’ failure to cooperate.  The DJJ MES is expected to pursue all avenues to obtain required information.

Follow the verification guidelines found in the appropriate sections of this manual.  If no other option is available, the JPPS’ statement as to removal home circumstances is acceptable.  The statement must be in writing, signed and dated by the JPPS.

Clearinghouse must be checked for information on the removal home family and the child in care.

Complete the mandatory forms below when processing an application for a child in care:

· Form 223, Medicaid and IV-E Application for Foster Care

· Form 224, Removal Home Income and Asset Checklist

· EDD (does not need to be printed or signed)

· Form 225, IV-E Eligibility Documentation Form

· Form DMA-285 (if the child is covered by insurance other than Medicaid)

NOTE: Any application for Medicaid can be used as the application for a child in care.  The Forms 223 and 224 are preferred, as all the information gathered on these forms is needed to make an appropriate IV-E determination.

The RSM application should be made using the Standard of Promptness (SOP) for that program.  See Section 2182.

Eligibility for IV-E or IV-B should be determined within 60 days of receipt of the Form 223.  If, after 60 days the court order language is outstanding, the MES should finalize the case as IV-B, with the understanding that the case may have to be re-rated once the court order is received.  If at any point the MES determines that the child does not meet the AFDC Relatedness criteria, it is not necessary to wait for the court order language.  The application should be approved as IV-B.

The Medicaid portion of the case is handled as a Continuing Medicaid Determination (CMD).

Approve Medicaid and continue eligibility as long as the child continues to meet the requirements of the COA under which they are approved.  A CMD must be completed prior to denial or termination of any Medicaid COA.

A review of eligibility is conducted every six months.



	PROCEDURES

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5 (Notification)


	The following steps provide an overview of the eligibility determination process for Children in Placement.  Refer to the Sections in this Chapter for determining eligibility for specific COAs.

The DJJ MES will determine if the child is RSM eligible.  The DJJ MES will activate the case on the system and notify the DJJ JPPS.

The DJJ MES will determine if the child meets IV-E eligibility criteria for the eligibility month.  See Section 2815, IV-E Foster Care Medicaid.

If the child is IV-E eligible in the eligibility month, they are IV-E eligible for the entire placement episode unless one of the items listed in Section 2880, Ineligibility for IV-E, occurs.

The DJJ MES will determine if the child is IV-E reimbursable.  See Section 2860, IV-E Reimbursability.  It is possible for the child to be IV-E eligible but not reimbursable.

Determine the appropriate Medicaid COA.  Process as a CMD if the child is currently Medicaid eligible.

The child must be both IV-E eligible and reimbursable to be approved for IV-E Medicaid.  If the child is not eligible for IV-E Medicaid, do a CMD to place the child in the most appropriate COA.  Medicaid should be determined in the following order:

· IV-E Medicaid 

· CWFC (IV-B) Medicaid

· Other Family or ABD COAs

· PeachCare for Kids (PCK)

· Medically Needy Medicaid

If the child is eligible for PeachCare for Kids (PCK), the JPPS should be notified to complete the PCK application.  The application should be clearly marked that the child is in Foster Care.  PCK will waive the premium for the child.

Notify the JPPS of the IV-E and Medicaid determination via Form 225, IV-E Eligibility Documentation Sheet.
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