PATIENT LIABILITY/COST SHARE                                    VA AID AND ATTENDANCE


2556 - VA AID AND ATTENDANCE

POLICY STATEMENT
VA Aid and Attendance (A&A) is a payment made to veterans and certain dependents for medical and remedial care in their own home or a nursing home (NH).

Housebound allowance is a payment made to veterans and certain dependents who do not require the aid and attendance of another person but who are permanently housebound due to disability.



BASIC CONSIDERATIONS
A&A is not considered in determining patient liability and cost share and is never considered as income for determining Medicaid eligibility.  A&A is not considered for protection or diversion purposes in the patient liability budget.

Unusual Medical Expense (UME) reimbursements are not considered in determining medical eligibility or patient liability/cost share.

Housebound allowance is not considered in determining Medicaid eligibility or patient liability/cost share.



PROCEDURES

Lump Sum VA A&A

Payment/UME

Reimbursement
Verify the amount of monthly A&A by submitting Form 970, VA Communicator, to the local Veterans Services Office.

Appropriately enter the verified amount of A&A or UME in the system.  If the only VA income received is $90, that is the A/R’s PNA.  They do not receive an additional $30 PNA.

If an A/R who does not receive A&A has a patient liability in excess of the monthly Medicaid billing rate for the NH in which s/he resides, enter a patient liability income in the system which will equal the Medicaid billing rate after all pertinent patient liability deductions are allowed.

Consider any remaining portion of the A&A lump sum as a resource beginning with the first month following the month of receipt.

A&A lump sums or UME reimbursements are not reported to the DMA Third Party Liability Unit.
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